Food Web:  transfer of energy from one food source (organism) to the next where many food chains overlap.

Producer: a plant or plantlike, makes its own food; cactus, grass

Herbivore: plant eater; cow

Carnivore: an organism that eats other animals; snake, shark

Decomposers: organisms that break down dead organisms; bacteria, fungi

Scavenger: an animal decomposer; desert flies and maggots, ocean crab or lobster, taiga vulture

Top consumer (no one else kills it for food) – tundra polar bear, ocean shark or killer whale, forest bear

Primary consumer: herbivore (for example: rabbit)

Secondary consumer: carnivore (for example: a fox eating a mouse)

Tertiary consumer: carnivore (for example: a large lizard eating a smaller lizard that ate a spider that ate bugs)

Phytoplankton: producer that’s plantlike and microscopic in water; diatoms

Zooplankton: animal-like, first order consumer that is microscopic in water 

                          (zooplankton feed on phytoplankton)

Blue whale feeds on tiny krill and other small animals

If an organism dies (for instance a bird in the forest): 1. It gets decomposed

                                                                                                2. nutrients return to air, water, soil

                                                                                                3. nutrients are used by producers

                                                                                                4. so another food chain begins 

Deciduous Forest: is the area we live in

                                 know types of organisms that live in our area  

Be able to create a food web from each biome we studied.  Include 4 or more organisms.      

