
 

 
 

Retell a Story 
 

Retelling builds story 
comprehension. Retelling is not 
recall. Retellings go beyond 
the literal and help children 

focus on a deeper 
understanding of the text. 

When children retell stories in 
a comprehensive manner, they 
reflect on the text and make 
distinctions between the actual 
words on the pages and the 

meaning behind them. 
(Gambrell, etal., 1991) 

 

As your child retells see if he/she: 
 

* Grasps the main idea of the story 
 

* shows proficiency in describing 

the main events with accuracy 
 

* Tells the story sequentially (with 

a beginning, middle and an end) 
 

* Uses vocabulary or phrases from 

the text 
 

* Activates prior knowledge 

(schema) to enhance understanding 
 

* demonstrates awareness of the 

characters and settings 
 

* Uses details to enhance the 

retelling 

 

Invite your child to retell 
the text as though he/she 

is telling it to a friend 
who has never heard it 

before. 
 

Retelling should be fun – don’t use 

it every time your child reads. 
 

Five Finger Retelling – 
Each finger represents one of 

the following questions. 
 

Who were the characters in 
the story? 

What happened in the 
story? 

Where did the story take 
place? 

When did the story take 
place? 

Why did the action happen 
the way that it did? 

 

Visual props help to organize 

your child’s thoughts: 
 

- finger puppets 

- artifact boxes 

- simple puppets made by 

photocopying and gluing them 

to craft sticks 

- felt boards / storyboards 

- retelling rope 

- sequencing pictures 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


